 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Fall 2006 Highlights in the Brandywine Valley
Wilmington, DE (August 14, 2006); For immediate release–The Brandywine Valley, where Pennsylvania and Delaware meet just thirty miles southwest of Philadelphia, is home to world-class gardens, museums, historic sites, and cultural opportunities. These are complemented by art galleries and antique shops, scenic backcountry roads, and a variety of accommodations and dining options. The area is particularly attractive in the fall, when tree-covered hillsides burst into red, yellow, and orange. 


Here are seasonal highlights. There are many other events scheduled for Labor Day through late November. Detailed information and photos are available through the contacts and websites listed below.


“Building Books: The Art of David Macaulay,” opens October 14 at the Delaware Art Museum.  Macaulay, the author-illustrator who helps us understand the workings and origins of everything from gadgets to cathedrals, brings together the worlds of art, history, and science. Family events are scheduled at noon on Sundays throughout the exhibition’s duration. A special Family Fun Day is scheduled for Saturday, October 14 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., highlighted by a visit from David Macaulay himself.


“Icons & Idols: A Photographer’s Chronicle of the Arts, 1960-1995,” continues through October 1, complemented by “Iconic Impressions: Prints from the 20th Century,” which runs through September 17. “Icons” presents the work of New Yorker Jack Mitchell, who photographed many of America’s finest actors, directors, writers, artists, composers, musicians, dancers, and choreographers in the second half of the twentieth century. The Museum welcomes Mitchell on September 16. There will be a screening of the documentary Jack Mitchell: My Life Is Black and White, followed by a question-and-answer session and a book-signing.


“From Raku to Ray Guns: Ceramics Since 1960,” samples the work of internationally recognized artists. Through February.


The Museum offers “Art After Hours” Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m., with tours, music, food, and cash bar. Thursdays at noon, “Starving for Art” presents a half-hour tour followed by an informal discussion over lunch. “Glory of Stories” is offered every Friday morning from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. for preschool-age children. The program includes storytelling related to the Museum’s exhibits and collections. Children also make their own take-home art.


Museum admission is free to all visitors on Sundays. 


The Delaware Art Museum holds a world-renowned collection of more than 12,000 works focusing on American art and illustration from the 19th to 21st century, as well as the British Pre-Raphaelite movement of the mid-19th century. (2301 Kentmere Parkway, Wilmington, DE 19801; www.delart.org. Dennis Lawson, 302-571-9590, x. 515; dlawson@delart.org.)


Rockwood Park is a spooky place this fall, with the return of “Ghost Tours” on select Saturday evenings (and by appointment for groups). Hear stories of strange occurrences at Rockwood Mansion, and participate in an investigation of the paranormal during the tour. Storyteller and author Ed Okonowicz presents “Haunted Delaware” on October 4 at 7 p.m. On October 25 from 7-9 p.m., explore the phenomenon of “Haunted Objects.” Museum Director Philip Nord hosts a panel of experts to delve into the stories behind objects with unusual attributes.


Opening September 19 in the Bringhurst Gallery is “Objects of Beauty: Vessels from the Rockwood Collection.” Explore the eclectic taste of the Bringhurst family in their selection of decorative arts, with objects ranging from vases to hair receivers.


A “Bridal Gala” on Sunday, October 1 from 1-4 p.m. will showcase Rockwood’s Conference Center, an ideal location for rehearsal dinners, bridal showers, wedding ceremonies, and receptions, as well as business meetings and other events.  


Rockwood Park is owned and operated by New Castle County. Chris Coons, County Executive. Rockwood Park welcomes visitors to the mansion, gardens, conference center and 72 acres of woods and meadows. (610 Shipley Rd., Wilmington, DE 19809; www.rockwood.org. Carol Dougherty, 302-761-1724, CKDougherty@nccde.org.)




 HYPERLINK mailto:CKDougherty@co.new-castle.de.us.
The Delaware History Museum mounts two new exhibitions this fall. From September 22 through January 6, 2007, “Complex Relations: Delaware at the Time of First Contact” explores the culture of the native peoples who were living in what is now Delaware, and their interaction with European settlers. Examples of the flora, fauna, and geography/environment in which these people lived will be on display. The exhibit is in conjunction with the 375th anniversary of Lewes, DE.


Starting October 1, “The Dansey Flag” features the only known Delaware regimental flag from the Revolutionary War. The flag is named after the British captain who captured it. The exhibit tells multiple stories centered on this icon, including its history, its acquisition by the Historical Society of Delaware, and its conservation and preservation.

 
The Delaware History Museum, part of the Historical Society of Delaware, brings the state’s past to life. Permanent exhibits cover four centuries of The First State’s history. The Read House in historic New Castle is also open to the public. Regular lectures are offered at both locations. (504 Market St., Wilmington, DE 19801; www.hsd.org. Megen Morris, 302-295-2390, publicrelations@hsd.org.)


From September 9 through November 19, The Brandywine River Museum presents “Factory Work: Warhol, Wyeth and Basquiat.” The exhibit explores the fascinating collaborations in the late 1970s and early 1980s between Pop artist Andy Warhol and realist Jamie Wyeth, and between Warhol and New York graffiti artist Jean-Michel Basquiat. “Factory Work” includes paintings, drawings, photographs, interviews, clippings, and audiotapes that offer clues to understanding the artists’ unique partnerships and their influence on each other.


Regional artisans showcase specialty items from honey to jewelry at the “Fall Harvest Market,” weekends from September 16-17 through November 4-5.


Museum admission is free on Sunday mornings in September from 9:30 a.m. until noon.


Guided tours of the Kuerner Farm, a major inspiration to Andrew Wyeth for more than 70 years are offered Thursdays through Sundays until November 19; tours of the restored home/studio of Andrew’s father, famed American illustrator N. C. Wyeth, continue Tuesdays through Sundays until late November. 


Exhibiting American art in a restored 19th-century grist mill, the Brandywine River Museum is internationally known for its unparalleled collection of works by three generations of Wyeths and its fine collection of American illustration, still life, and landscape paintings. (U.S. Route 1, Chadds Ford, PA 19317; www.brandywinemuseum.org. Lora Englehart, 610-388-8337, lenglehart@brandywine.org.)


At the Delaware Museum of Natural History, “TUSKS! Ice Age Mammoths & Mastodons,” opens October 14. The exhibit delves deep into the prehistoric world of the Ice Age’s giant beasts. Visitors will learn about the carnivores, rodents and reptiles that lived during this period; see how scientists can tell when and how these creatures lived; learn the differences between mammoths and mastodons; and find out what a shoveltusker is.


“Shoot to Thrill: The Wildlife Photography Adventures of Bob Caputo” continues through October 1. The exhibit relates captivating stories through the lens of an award-winning wildlife photographer and National Geographic contributor.


A visit to the Delaware Museum of Natural History is a family-friendly voyage of discovery. (4840 Kennett Pike, Delaware Route 52, Wilmington, DE 19807; www.delmnh.org.  Joey Outten, 302-658-9111; joutten@delmnh.org.)


“GardenFair” celebrates horticulture at Winterthur Museum and Country Estate with a series of exhibits, tours, and symposia on Friday and Saturday, September 15 and 16, in conjunction with Horticulture magazine. Lectures include “Five Things You Should Know about Color in Your Garden,” by P. Allen Smith, and “Discover the Winterthur Garden,” by Chris Strand. “Antiques in Bloom” presents floral displays inspired by objects in the museum collection. A “Floral Tour” highlights period rooms decorated for elegant entertaining. The weekend also includes a “Key Planting Symposium” and “Tomorrow’s Garden Now” symposium. Contact Winterthur for the schedule and for registration information.


“Fashion in Film” opens on September 30, exhibiting period costumes created for film adaptations of classic novels–elegantly worn by Elizabeth Taylor, Nicole Kidman, Meryl Streep, Alan Rickman, Ralph Fiennes, and others. The 36 costumes reflect a quest for authenticity in cut and materials in evening wear, day wear, wedding gowns, and fanciful outfits, all made by renowned British costumer Cosprop, Ltd. Film stills and posters accompany the exhibition.


The “Delaware Antiques Show” will be held November 10-12 at Chase Center on the Riverfront. One of the east coast’s premier antiques events, the show features more than 60 distinguished dealers of American furniture and accessories from the 17th through early 20th centuries.


“Wrapped in Holiday Style” is this year’s theme for Yuletide at Winterthur, opening November 18. This tour will inspire and delight visitors with elegant decorations that re-create du Pont family celebrations, and four historic interiors decorated for 21st century celebrations by New York designer Thomas Jayne. A painting by James Wyeth, never before on public view, is a highlight.


Winterthur Museum & Country Estate is internationally famous for its interiors and landscape. Indoors, the 175-room mansion is a world-renowned center for American decorative arts. Gallery space presents permanent and changing exhibits; various tours of the house, galleries, and gardens are offered. (DE Route 52, Winterthur, DE 19735; www.winterthur.org. Hillary Holland, 302-888-4734; hholland@winterthur.org.)


Longwood Gardens takes a journey around the world in search of rare and usual plants with “50 Years, 50 Countries, 50 Expeditions,” from September 1 through October 15. The exhibit celebrates Longwood’s involvement in and support for plant exploration across the globe. Arduous journeys covering six continents are interpreted through artifacts, video interviews, and historic photos, as well as through the plants that were discovered on these treks. On September 30, explorers will reunite at Longwood to share their stories.


“GardenFest” returns from September 9 through October 3. Celebrate the harvest season with an outdoor G-scale railroad, antique tractors, and seasonal displays. Crafts, tours, music, and children’s activities are scheduled.


The Far East comes to the Brandywine Valley with Longwood’s annual “Chrysanthemum Festival,” October 28 through November 19. Garden vignettes evoke Asian themes throughout the Conservatory. In the palatial central greenhouse, more than 20,000 autumn-hued chrysanthemums burst into bloom. Classes and performing arts events showcase the arts and culture of China, Japan, Korea, and Taiwan.


Longwood Gardens is the world’s premier horticultural display garden, offering 1,050 acres of gardens, woodlands, and meadows; 20 outdoor gardens; 20 indoor gardens under glass; spectacular fountains; and more than 800 annual events. (U.S. Route 1 at PA Route 52, Kennett Square, PA 19348; www.longwoodgardens.org. Patricia Evans, 610-388-1000, ext. 442; pevans@longwoodgardens.org.)


The Delaware Center for the Contemporary Arts has a host of new exhibits this fall: “Donna Tauscher: Uncertain Horizon,” through November 5; “Elizabeth Morisette: Re/Collections,” through November 26; “Congress of Oddities: James G. Mundie’s Prodigies,” from September 8-October 22; “Gina Bosworth: Conversations,” from September 21-November 5; and, opening September 21, “The Modern Seat: Selections from the Rymer Stakgold Collection,” and, “Morris Sato Studio: Light Showers,” with video images by Paul Ryan.


“Born 2B Wild” is the theme for the annual auction and gala on October 7. Vintage Harley-Davidson motorcycles provide the backdrop for an evening of music, food, drink, and an auction of luxury items.


“Art Salad,” a free lunchtime program, is held the first and third Wednesdays of the month at noon. “Art Adventures” for families is held the second Saturday of the month at 10:30, and features a tour of current exhibits, a discussion of the artists’ work, and a family art activity.


The DCCA presents exhibitions that explore topical issues in contemporary art and society. Housed in a rebuilt railroad car factory, art and community intersect here with passion and energy. (200 S. Madison St., Wilmington, DE 19801; www.thedcca.org. Larry Nagengast, 302-656-6466, lmnagengast@thedcca.org.)

Beep beep! September 17 sees the return of the popular “Hagley Car Show” at Hagley Museum and Library. Hundreds of immaculately maintained vehicles reflect the variety of makes and models that constitute automotive history. Convertibles are a special feature this year.


On Saturday and Sunday, October 21 and 22, artisans from throughout the mid-Atlantic demonstrate, display, and sell fine arts and crafts at “Hagley’s Craft Fair.” This premier show features works in wood, pottery, jewelry, fiber arts, metal, and other media.


The “Fall Lecture Series” includes Hershey: Milton S. Hershey’s Extraordinary Life of Wealth, Empire, and Utopian Dreams, on September 14; Pets in America: A History, on November 9; and Runaway American: Benjamin Franklin, Slavery, and the American Revolution on December 6. All lectures at 7 p.m.


Hagley’s park-like museum on 235 acres along the Brandywine depicts home and work in a nineteenth-century milling community amid ruins and restorations. Functioning machinery, a restored house and garden, and changing exhibits bring history to life. (DE Route 141, Wilmington, DE 19807. Suzy Rogers, 302-658-2400, ext. 238, srogers@hagley.org.) 

# # #

