 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Fall 2006 in the Brandywine Valley:

 Feature Ideas for Writers
For immediate release; Wilmington, DE (August 14, 2006): The Brandywine Valley, where Pennsylvania and Delaware meet just thirty miles southwest of Philadelphia, is home to world-class gardens, museums, historic sites, and cultural and recreational activities. These are complemented by art galleries and antique shops, lovely backcountry roads, and a variety of accommodations and dining options. The area is particularly attractive in the fall, when tree-covered hillsides burst into red, yellow, and orange.


Here are ideas for articles your readers will enjoy. Detailed information is available directly from the sites through the contacts and websites listed below.

1.
Celebrate the Garden

Winterthur Museum and Country Estate presents “GardenFair,” in conjunction with Horticulture magazine, on September 15 and 16. A series of exhibits, tours, and symposia cover everything from how to use color in the garden, to floral displays inspired by objects in the museum collection. Longwood Gardens takes a journey around the world in search of rare and unusual plants with “50 Years, 50 Countries, 50 Expeditions,” from September 1 through October 15. The exhibit celebrates Longwood’s involvement in and support for plant exploration across the globe. Arduous journeys covering six continents are interpreted through artifacts, video interviews, and historic photos, as well as through the plants that were discovered on these treks.

2.
Enjoy a Varied Art Palette

There is truly something for everyone at area museums this fall. From September 9 through November 19, the Brandywine River Museum presents “Factory Work: Warhol, Wyeth and Basquiat.” The exhibit explores the fascinating collaborations in the late 1970s and early 1980s between Pop artist Andy Warhol and realist Jamie Wyeth, and between Warhol and New York graffiti artist Jean-Michel Basquiat. “Building Blocks: The Art of David Macaulay,” opens October 14 at the Delaware Art Museum. Macaulay, the author-illustrator who helps explain everything from gadgets to cathedrals, brings together the worlds of art, history, and science. Macaulay will make a personal appearance on October 14. The Museum also continues “Icons & Idols: A Photographer’s Chronicle of the Arts, 1960-1995,” presenting the art of New Yorker Jack Mitchell, through October 1. The Delaware Center for the Contemporary Arts mounts many exhibits this season: “Donna Tauscher: Uncertain Horizon;” “Elizabeth Morisette: Re/Collections;” “Congress of Oddities: James G. Mundie’s Prodigies;” and “Gina Bosworth: Conversations.” At the Delaware Museum of Natural History, “Shoot to Thrill: The Wildlife Photography Adventures of Bob Caputo,” continues through October 1.

3.
Delve into the Past

“Ghost Tours” return to Rockwood Park on select Saturday evenings. Hear stories of strange occurrences at Rockwood Mansion, and participate in an investigation of the paranormal during the tour. Storyteller and author Ed Okonowicz presents “Haunted Delaware” on October 4 at 7 p.m. On October 25 from 7-9 p.m., explore the phenomenon of “Haunted Objects.” Museum Director Philip Nord hosts a panel of experts to delve into the stories behind objects with unusual attributes.


The Fall Lecture Series at Hagley Museum and Library presents Michael D’Antonio on September 14 at 7 p.m. The author will discuss his book, Hershey: Milton S. Hershey’s Extraordinary Life of Wealth, Empire, and Utopian Dreams. “Pets in America: A History” is the subject of Dr. Katherine C. Grier’s lecture on November 9 at 7 p.m.; “Runaway America: Benjamin Franklin, Slavery, and the American Revolution” is the subject for David Waldstreicher’s lecture on December 6 at 7 p.m.


“The Dansey Flag” is the centerpiece of an exhibit at the Delaware History Museum starting October 1. The flag, named after the British captain who captured it, is the only known Delaware regimental flag from the Revolutionary War. Going back farther in history, the museum mounts the exhibit “Complex Relations: Delaware at the Time of First Contact,” which explores the culture of the native peoples who were living in what is now Delaware, and their interaction with European settlers. Opens September 22.


For a trip way back in time, visit the Delaware Museum of Natural History, where “TUSKS! Ice Age Mammoths & Mastodons” opens October 14. Giant beasts of the prehistoric world populate this exciting exhibit, which examines ecosystems, anatomy, and scientific study. It also answers the question, “What is a shoveltusker?”

4.
Enjoy Popular Culture! From “Hogs” to the High Life: Motorcycles, Fast Cars, and Fashion 

The Delaware Center for the Contemporary Arts invites guests to Born 2B Wild, the annual auction and gala scheduled for the evening of October 7. Vintage Harley-Davidson motorcycles provide the backdrop for an evening of hard-driving music, premium wine and beer, and an exceptional auction of art and luxury items.


The popular “Hagley Car Show” returns on September 17 at Hagley Museum and Library. Hundreds of immaculately maintained vehicles reflect the variety of makes and models that constitute automotive history. Convertibles are a special feature this year.


“Fashion in Film” opens at Winterthur Museum and Country Estate on September 30. Thirty-six period costumes created for film adaptations–worn by luminaries from Elizabeth Taylor to Ralph Fiennes–reflect a quest for authenticity in cut and materials in evening wear, day wear, wedding gowns, and fanciful outfits, all made by renowned British costumer Cosprop, Ltd. Film stills and posters accompany the exhibition.

_________________________________

Discover Brandywine Valley Public Relations Association Members (www.brandywinetreasures.org):

Brandywine River Museum U.S. Route 1, Chadds Ford, PA 19317; www.brandywinemuseum.org. Lora Englehart, 610-388-8337, lenglehart@brandywine.org.
Delaware Art Museum 2301 Kentmere Parkway, Wilmington, DE 19806; www.delart.org. Dennis Lawson, 302-571-9590, x. 515; dlawson@delart.org.
Delaware Center for the Contemporary Arts, 200 S. Madison St., Wilmington, DE 19801; www.thedcca.org. Larry Nagengast, 302-656-6466, lmnagengast@thedcca.org.
Delaware History Museum and Delaware Historical Society (includes George Read II House and Gardens in New Castle), 504 Market St., Wilmington, DE 19801; www.hsd.org. Megen Morris, 302-295-2390, publicrelations@hsd.org.
Delaware Museum of Natural History, 4840 Kennett Pike, Delaware Route 52, Wilmington, DE 19807; www.delmnh.org. Joey Outten, 302-658-9111; joutten@delmnh.org.
Hagley Museum and Library, DE Route 141, Wilmington, DE 19807; www.hagley.org. Suzy Rogers, 302-658-2400m ext. 238; srogers@hagley.org.



Nemours Mansion and Gardens, 1600 Rockland Rd., Wilmington, DE 19803; www.nemoursmansion.org. Susan M. Maynard, 302-651-6912; smaynard@nemours.org.

Longwood Gardens, U.S. Route 1 at PA Route 52, Kennett Square, PA 19348; www.longwoodgardens.org. Patricia Evans, 610-388-1000, ext. 442; pevans@longwoodgardens.org.
Rockwood Park and Mansion, 610 Shipley Rd., Wilmington, DE 19805; www.rockwood.org. Carol K. Dougherty, 302-761-4340, CKDougherty@co.new-castle.de.us.

Winterthur, DE Route 52, Winterthur, DE 19735; www.winterthur.org. Contact Hillary Holland, 302-888-4734; hholland@winterthur.org.
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